Chile: Poll Results On Aylwin Government Popularity, Presidential Candidate Preferences by Harding, Erika
University of New Mexico
UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)
5-27-1992
Chile: Poll Results On Aylwin Government
Popularity, Presidential Candidate Preferences
Erika Harding
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Chile: Poll Results On Aylwin Government Popularity, Presidential Candidate Preferences." (1992).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/9429
LADB Article Id:  061074
ISSN:  1060-4189
©2011  The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved. Page 1 of 1
Chile: Poll Results On Aylwin Government Popularity,
Presidential Candidate Preferences
by Erika Harding
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, May 27, 1992
On May 9, the Public Studies Center and the Adimark consulting firm (CEP-Adimark) released
results of a poll conducted in April on support for President Patricio Aylwin's government. The
survey sample group consisted of 1,269 residents of Santiago and the country's next five largest
cities. The CEP-Adimark poll is repeated every three months. Overall, 55.5% of respondents
expressed approval for the government; 16.8% said they did not approve; and, 27.7% did not
respond. The government's highest popularity rating (64.1%) was recorded in March 1991, and
the lowest (49.8%), in July 1991. Respondents were also asked to evaluate individual politicians.
President Aylwin received a positive evaluation from 71.1% of respondents, and Christian Democrat
Party Senator Eduardo Frei, 73.1%. Among cabinet members, Education Minister and Socialist
Party member Ricardo Lagos received the highest popularity rating (75.1%), and Defense Minister
Patricio Rojas, the lowest (50.8%). Over half of respondents (51.5%) said they planned to vote
for the "Concertacion for Democracy" party coalition supporting the Aylwin government in the
July 28 municipal elections. Next, 35.4% indicated preference for Aylwin's Christian Democratic
party; 8.4%, the Pro-Democracy party; and, 7.6%, the Socialist party. Twenty-eight percent of
respondents said they would vote for Frei in a presidential election, compared to 14.9% for Lagos,
and 12.8% for Francisco Javier Errazuriz, businessperson and founder of the Centrist Union (UCC)
party. Regarding predictions on the winning presidential candidate, however, 46.4% picked Frei.
Summarized below are respondents' presidential candidate preferences compared to predictions
on the winning candidate. Preference Likely winner Frei 27.7 % 46.4 % Lagos 14.9 13.9 Errazuriz 12.8
12.1 Aylwin 6.5 3.7 Buchi 5.0 3.7 Jarpa 0.7 1.0 Pinochet 2.8 1.0 S. Pinera 2.2 0.7 Zaldivar 1.7 0.1 Other
7.8 6.8 Don't know 17.9 14.6 A total of 62.7% of respondents said crime was one of the nation's most
serious social problems. Other problem areas mentioned by respondents were inadequate health
care services (44.1%), low wages (32.9%), and poverty (32.2%). Respondents were asked to name the
political party they support in the CEP-Adimark surveys. Results in the October 1991, December
1991 and April 1992 polls are summarized below. Oct 91 Dec 91 Apr 92 Christian Democrat 32.4
41.3 35.4 Pro-Democracy 8.4 5.4 8.4 Socialist 7.2 6.7 7.6 Independent Democratic Union 8.0 9.3 7.2
Centrist Union 5.9 3.7 6.4 National Renovation 10.6 8.2 5.3 Communist Party 1.8 1.5 1.8 Others 5.0
1.4 3.3 No party preference 20.9 21.4 22.6 [Sources: Agence France-Presse, El Mercurio (Chile), La
Nacion (Chile), 05/09/92]
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